
Was there ever a time in your life when you stopped to think about what you appreciate about yourself, your family, and even your community? Honestly there weren’t many times in my life, but when I thought about this essay I realized we should always be grateful for everything Allah has given us. Whether we are in good times or bad times we should always say Allhamdulliah.

First of all there are many aspects of myself that I appreciate everyday. Take my health for example. Whenever I am sick or under the weather, I would say Allhamdullilah and, “Oh Allah please bare mercy upon me and ease me through this sickness.” On the other hand, if I am healthy I would thank Allah for giving me my full strength and all my capabilities. In addition, another attribute of my life that I appreciate about myself is just the fact that I am alive and healthy. I have an Autistic cousin who doesn’t get to enjoy the true fruits of life. This is a constant reminder to me that I shouldn’t take life for granted, and should always live it to the full extents. Inshallah, Allah will ease him through his difficulties. 

Secondly I appreciate my family, which includes many influential figures who stand firm in sculpting me into who I am today. Take my mother for instance; she always encourages me onwards to achieve the 4.0 that she knows I can achieve. Not only does she do this but whenever I would look into her face I would get this sudden feeling that I can achieve the impossible and do whatever I put my mind to. Moving on, my father was a huge aspect of my life as well. He has taught me numerous things about life including Islam, but the most important things he has taught me is not only what it takes to survive, but what it takes to be a man.

Thirdly, I will always appreciate my community, because without my community I would definitely be a different person than I am today. Take the fact that you can always go to the mosque anytime you want. Whether I just feel like doing prayer there instead of home, or I could just get to socialize with my Muslim friends on Friday Nights. Not only do I hang around the Muslim community, but I can always go to the local park or school and play basketball or any other sport. But it doesn’t stop there, at times of desperate needs our planet is getting more and more polluted not only by cars but even littering. That’s why whenever the park is holding a cleaning or recycling day I always round up some friends and help out. Not only are we helping the planet but we’re helping ourselves and our community.


Finally, there are many things and aspects of my life that I wish I could change or turn around, but the first on the top of my list is to change the way people think about Islam. I would make it so that people would understand that Islam is a religion of peace and unity. The so called terrorists who claim that the actions they do are Islamic are wrong. It is not stated anywhere in the Holy Quran that kidnapping innocent people and making human sacrifices is okay. Neither does it say that blowing up buildings is allowed as well. If my wish came to reality, it would make a huge impact on all people. Not only would Islam be the dominant religion, but everyone would be enlightened by the true colors of Islam.

Appreciation is by far taken for granted by most people today. We should constantly thank Allah for being a Muslim and for just living on this Earth. Not only can we appreciate ourselves, our family, and our community but we should appreciate everything. To sum it all up, whether we are in good times or bad times we should always say Allhamdullilah.   
