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Growing up in an environment filled with a loving family and community has helped shape me into the person I have become. In return, I have learned to appreciate myself and the environment that I live in. 
Growing up children are shaped by the morals, and beliefs that their parents invoke into their daily lives. The parents are a living role model for the child and their actions influence the child far more than verbal preaching can. Thus throughout my life my parents have urged me to be a confident individual, which is making me into a stronger person overall. Through the things they have taught me I have learned dedication, developed a caring attitude and general love for charity. Whatever I put my mind to I make sure that I accomplish no matter how trying it might be. I think this sense of dedication was instilled in me through my parents and my religion. Since I was young I have been attending Sunday school and year after year there is an emphasis on the dedication that the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and his followers had to endure in order to succeed. Although I may seem as a hardcore and tough person on the outside, inside I am quite the opposite once you get to know me. I am always there for my friends in their time of need and am supportive of their decisions. I care about the underprivileged people of the world, and do not base my decision to help on religion or race. At some point in my life I would like to work with an organization that helps people, based just on humanity. Lastly, I appreciate the quality of charity, not only in myself, but also in others. Just like the dedication that is incorporated in my life, the life long goal of giving to others has been taught by both my parents and the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). It is interesting to know that the prophet lived a simple life and was not exceptionally rich, but still took money and his things and donated them to those he knew were in need. Charity has been in my life from a young age, when my mother first started paying me for little things that I used to do around the house, like washing the dishes or the cars. She taught me that no matter how little money it is, at least some of it should be donated. So from then on I have learned to donate a little bit of my savings each time I earn or receive gift money. 
The next important part of my life is my family. I appreciate them just because they are my family and with the love that they give me I have flourished. My family is loving, understanding and extremely supportive. Of course the most common answer when asked why you appreciate your family is because they love you. However although it may be common, it is the most truthful. Love is an emotion that I as a sixteen year old have not learned to understand fully. I can be in love with so many things at one time, things as simple as a flavor of ice cream, or as complex as a person. But true love is what your family has for you. The undying belief that everything will be OK and no matter what or how ugly you look in the morning the love will be there. The next is understanding which also goes hand in hand with love. The family is a like a knitted basket. It is very complex to take apart and is interwoven with so many strands that you can’t tell one from the other. Understanding is very important--- a relationship between a family is based on the fact that they will have faith in one another and when one of them makes a mistake the other will accept it.  Another aspect of family is being supportive. Supporting and understanding although similar are still different. Being supportive requires having total faith in a person knowing that they will succeed in the end because they can do it. Being supportive through the good and the bad gives the family a sense that they can conquer any hurdle that comes their way. I appreciate my family a lot since they are such a great support system for me. And when I am talking about family I mean all of it---cousins, aunts, uncles, grandparents, and parents of course. 
Family is not the only aspect that influences your life, the other things that impact you are the area and people you grow up around. The friends you make, the people you meet socially also influence you. I appreciate my community wholeheartedly and know that I would not be the person I am without them. Our Pakistani community is very tightly knit and is very supportive and connected. The community I live in is supportive because whenever anyone one is in need everyone gets together quickly to help out. For example if there is a death in the community, or in the family of a community member right away there will be one person making them dinner another one visiting and a third helping to plan the quran khani. With all this support the community has become a second family to all of us. The Masjid is also a great connection between the community. Every Sunday the younger generation is involved in Sunday school and this makes for friendships amongst peers. The masjid also curbs some of the unhealthy interests of the kids and makes for a connection between the adult teachers and the students. Our teachers become our mentors and we look to them for advice and knowledge about how to lead our lives. I appreciate this community because they are there in rain and shine and have taught me the balance between religion, fun, family and school. If there was one thing I could change in my life it would be the past. If I knew everything that was going to happen not only in my life but all over the world and could prevent it, the world would be a better place. Although I know that this is impossible I can hope that I can make the world and my life a better place and this is the best way since the past builds up to the future. And with our current economic recession and other sad happenings in the world, I think if the past changed the future would look much brighter for everyone. 
